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KENNING #18 =~ being o mishaine typed the day be orc tre deadline out of a
(poseibly misplaced) sense of obligation and in lopes of -averting even more
guilt fzeiings thaw are alrecdy held by youre truly, Jockie Causgrove, 2109
Harrisct Avenue, #9 s Cinoinmeti, OH 45214, who can also be contacted via
phone by dialling (or touchtoning) ©13/661-4047, at lecet as of Oatcber '852,
mmmimrmm:t RCIeCIeT e To Jo( e e e e
First off I want to thank all of you who called/vrote vords of encouragement
end symoathy. As Dave has mentioned in hig zine, noth: ng has happened yet on
the medicil front (or back, I guess ould be the more fitting term) except
that Dr. j¢gRgl¢ Weiseltier has give 1 up trying 1o forr a surgical team at
Cincinnati General, grve me the batca of (-rays taken ¢t his clinic, along
vith those sent by the Ciiiropractor .n Witconsin aad 271 the notes taken by
the various M.D.s who had exem.ned r: «= includir g the results of my physical
énd Pulmonary Functior Test -- and pore-or-less ossed me in the direction of
Cood Sanaritan Hospit:l and z Dr. Kleineri, to w! om we have not as yet spoken
= because he hasn't k2gun his residency t that clinic yet. At least Weis-
eltier har familisrized Kleinest (suppose 'ly) with ny fituation, and with all
this paperwork it ie to he cped that I wn't hae to endure another five-
month wait enly to +5!4 thet Ypothis g car oe doned, Hure, at Good Sam's, it
might take as little &3 fivs veeks 1o core: to th: sem: conclusion. We shall
gee...

My son Brian, newly irductediatc the Aigp ‘orce, has sterted on its tedious
rounds the paperwork resded to estal (ish 2 as h:s depcndent, with the expec-
tation, should this even:t take Place, cf jaining access to the medical facil-
ities a: Wright~-patte:son, ox some other A«F. Bave, anc have the Guv'mint pay
the bill. Bagain, we ghall see. In the mentime the morey orders he's sent
have heiped keep the wolf fron cur dror (“hough 1e's ¢ccme so close T can hear
his harsh breath panting outaide at ignt;.

78 shouid be obvious by my laz: of m dling comments, I'm simply not in a very
comuunicative frame of ming carrentl . Bpologie:, and all that, but that's
the way it goes sometimes. Haever, since Bill Fowe s aas been so ARrgd
CEPENAAS )¢ *ind as to Xerox all thes: SPEAZING OI' LANSUAGE columns by Mr.
Lasher, I thought thic an oppirtune *ime to run them off ol gYSHY o217 sy
f2gfK. If you've enjoya2d his :arlier cclumns, read on. If you haven't, go
ehead and skip to the next feazine i) the nailinc. Uy pgedd YoA EASHAY?

I wish I could write nore. 1I feel m re wurdage Znside me, but nothing wants
to solidify into actuality, cr at le st nothing that metes any sense outside
of whining and whimpering. M’ mood itter’y disqustes me, but I seem helpless
to change it and the more I think of it, or confront it (as at the typer) the
worse if. gets. So excuse me shile I go ivaore th: situvation, not in hopes that
it goes away -- it wor't, I kaow tha' == hut ratter thet something happens tu
alleviate matters in some fashion ox the ¢ther 8c I can go on with my 1ife.
Living “hese past few wonths en "Hold has left m¢e wizh a bone-deep ennui which
threatens tc take over my foruserly (“coff*) cheerful self entirely. Aabout all
I do is "want", as in want +he surge 7y over, want suff.cient income so that I
ho longer get the night sweats, want a nicer/differeat place to live, want the
financial ‘Iiesdom te sne my feiends .t conventions or even to LoC fanzines,
want, waic want...weil, a wholas long list of things which I can't have. The

. one thought that keeps me.going is tihat none of this is permanent (Oh I so
dearly hope it isn't!), and that & year or so from now 1'll look back at these
months as a trying, but well-past, puriod the likes of which I'll never exper-
ience again. Heck, it would be nice it i7 it were over with by next mailing...
but if it isn't, I'll just aave to sweat wut some more wordage for the next
zine and express more hopes for the Ffollowing bimonth.



By Wiillam E. Lasher -

¥ riter Wallace Stegr ¢ has ob-
sorved that e community’s

& W uarbagedump isa good place
to learn someathing about its lif 2 and cui
tere, What we chousa to throw away
eays a lotabovt our values.

In language we choose ‘o throw

" oway Bome very important words,
usually words that ars iaboc or words
that are understood from the context. Ii
you Heten carefully io Al Sch.itelkotte’:
News you will notice en imperiont word
- missing from hts reporte—the word
“dollers.” You may haar “The high bid
nn the construction prvject was five mil-
lon,” or “The judge set bail at fifty
thousand:" When ycu bacoms aware of
it, the absence of “dnllars” becomes
rethes humorous, ead you wait to see
when it will be used. Very low figures,
such as $120, will usually be read with
“dollars,” but otherwise the pattermn is
consistent, -

Whet would lead someone to throw
away the word “dollars”? My first
th:ought was that it's a time-saving de-
vicg on a show whére time is crucial.
Hven so, the fact that one of oyr news-
cegters can throw away the word must
miean that money ls a fairly constant
ontext for much of what he says and

“much of what we expect to hear. Per-
hapa that means Cincinnatfarc are more
dollar conscious than people in other
erens. But you must roslize thet all of us
often anewer a question about moncy
with somatiiing itke “One-sixiy.” We as-
suiae everyone knows we're talking
ubout dollars, and we don't bother to
specify whether we mean $1.80, or $169,
cr 3151000, it's ucuslly clear from the
eradea which 2 i is intunded, and
v.o throw’ away e rast of tha words as
redundant informaticn.

Letters to the Bditor are often a
source of thrown-avwey words. Letters
that begin “Some may feel that" or "I
know maeny who” have thrown away
the refarent of “some” or “many": is ft
“meny men" or “mary bean:"? The con-
text usually helpa, but the reader’s -
pression is that some fuzzy thinking ls

going on here. We would like to know
whoimn these words refer to. :

8nme words have been thrown away
so often, or replaced so regularly by
cuphemisms, that they have become
like fossils in the language. Death and
tuxes provide some good examples. No s
vne says, "“Your father died last week,
didn’t he?” The polite forms are "passed
away.” “passed on,” or just “passed.”
Mortc often. nothing is said directly
ubout the death: “Pm sorry—I just

¥ n

hieard.

Taxes are a constant scurce of
euphemism in our language—I only re-
cently discovered that my “Social Se-
curity contributions" were actually
taxes. The President has taken to dis-
cussions of “revenue enhancements,”
meaning new taxes to take up the slack
when the old ones are reduced.

Politiclans, experts in the field of
euphemism, alsc have a highly de-
veloped sense of words to be thrown
away—words like “taxes,” of course,
and “depression,” and “war,"' remem-
bering that our last officlal war ended
in 1845, SR

Unlike baseball managers, Cabinet
officials are never fired—they resign.
And the Watergate investigation uncov-

-ored another interesting word for the

garbage heap: “lying." Although there
wore many anguished discussions of
“perjury” among the accused, there was
no discussion of lying. Only perjury will
got you.a term: In prison. ]

There are. | suppose, other words
that are thrown on our linguistic gar-
bagz dump [rom time to time. Sume are
words that have lost their usefulness,
like “dray" or “adze,” and are not likely
to be reclaimed by the ragpickers.
Cthare are painful but sometimes neces-
sary, like “wrong” ar “bad.” And a few
are nol ss much painful as just difficult
to ¢tay, words that we would rather ex-
plain than utter, words like “yes” and
“no."”

Wilifam E. Lasher Is an associale profossor

of English a! the Univorsity of Cincinnati.
His field is linguistics..

I you have a question or comment about language, write to Dr. Lasher, c/o The
Enguirer Magaxsine, §17 Vine 8., Clocinnati, Ohio 45281.




